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We would like to keep in touch… 
 

For further details and general information about the choir  
 
 
 

Email: sec@northamptonchamberchoir.org.uk 
 

Web: www.northamptonchamberchoir.org.uk 
 

You can now find the choir on Facebook!  
 

www.facebook.com/NorthamptonChamberChoir 
 
 

If you would like to find out more about joining us, please get in 
contact with the Secretary or Musical Director via the website. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The choir is available to sing at weddings and other 

occasions. 

Please contact the choir secretary on the above email 

for more details. 



Stephen Moore came to Northampton in 
2011 to take up the post of Director of Music 

at St Matthew's Church. His work here 
includes overseeing the day-to-day running of 
the music department and directing the choir 

in all choral services at this famous parish 
church. He completed his undergraduate 

studies at Trinity College of Music, with organ 
as principal study, graduating in 2008 with a 

first class honours degree in performance and 
winning the Silver Medal for the highest 

keyboard studies mark in his year as well as 
the college prize for conducting. Whilst at 
Trinity he studied with William Whitehead 

and Colm Carey and twice won the Cardnell 
Organ Prize for outstanding performance. He is an Associate of the Royal 

College of Organists and a Fellow of Trinity College London. 
 

Whilst in London Stephen spent two years working at the Royal Hospital 
Chelsea, having previously held posts at the Old Royal Naval College Chapel 

in Greenwich and Southwell Minster. Upon finishing his degree, Stephen 
spent a year as Organ Scholar at Salisbury Cathedral, working closely with 

the cathedral choirs and playing for some of the nine choral services held in 
the cathedral every week. Until December 2010, Stephen held the post of 
Organist and Director of Choral Music at Felsted School, Essex, as well as 
Musical Director of the Braintree Choral Society. He now supplements his 
work at St Matthew's with teaching at Northampton Grammar School in 

Pitsford, and for Northamptonshire Music and Performing Arts Trust where 
he accompanies three choirs. Stephen serves on the Northampton District 

RSCM committee and was President of the Northampton and District 
Organists’ Association until earlier this month. He is in demand as both 

organ recitalist and accompanist and frequently works with choirs across 
the county and further afield. 

 
Stephen took up the role of Musical Director with the Northampton 

Chamber Choir in September 2011 since when the choir has performed 
major works by Duruflé, Elgar and Rutter. In July 2013 the choir sang the 

weekend’s services in Wakefield Cathedral. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.trinitylaban.ac.uk/Trinity
http://www.william-whitehead.com/
http://www.signumrecords.com/artists/colm_carey/index.shtml
http://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/


Helen Briggs was born and bred in 
Wakefield, West Yorkshire and has enjoyed 
music from a young age. She began by 
playing the piano and flute and shortly after 
showed an interest in singing. She became 
a member of the Wakefield Cathedral Girls 
Choir and worked her way to becoming 
Head Chorister. It was here she developed 
her love for choral music. Helen has 
become an all round musician, having 
achieved Grade 8 on all three of her 
instruments, with distinction on the flute 
and singing.  
 
After completing her schooling, she gained a place at Birmingham 
Conservatoire where she graduated with a First Class BMus (Hons) degree in 
July 2012. While in Birmingham Helen had the opportunity to sing with in 
the Birmingham Conservatoire Chamber Choir under the direction of Paul 
Spicer and Jeffrey Skidmore, and has also taken part in concerts with Ex 
Cathedra, where performances have included Elgar’s Dream of Gerontius, 
Tallis’s 40 forty part motet Spem in Alium and a world premiere of Alec 
Roth’s Earthrise. Solo engagements have included part one of Handel’s 
Messiah, Bush Christmas Cantata, Fauré’s Requiem, Duruflé’s Requiem and 
Mendelssohn’s Hear My Prayer. In December, Helen is making her solo 
London debut at Cadogan Hall, performing Haydn Missa Sancti Nicholai, 
with the Cavendish Ensemble under the direction of Manvinder Rattan.  
 
Helen is currently working as a Graduate Music Assistant at Wells Cathedral 
School, one of the four specialist music schools in the country, working with 
the specialist musicians and Choristers. When taking the Choristers for 
musicianship classes Helen attempts to pass on some of the excellent 
training she had and hopes they enjoy their time as Choristers as much as 
she did. As well as teaching Helen has begun a venture into the world of 
Choral conducting, participating in a course through the organisation ‘Sing 
for Pleasure’ which has enabled her to receive a year’s worth of fully funded 
training. Helen is extremely grateful to Sing for Pleasure (in partnership with 
John Lewis) for this fantastic opportunity. 
 



Programme 
 
 

A Hymn for St Cecilia         Herbert Howells  

            1892-1983 
 

Jubilate Deo                  Benjamin Britten 

                 1913-76 
 

Hail, Gladdening Light             Charles Wood 

            1866-1926 

 

 

Organ Duet - Stephen Moore & Callum Alger, Organ  

 

Variations on an Easter Theme                         John Rutter  

                   b.1945 

 

 

A Prayer of St Patrick                 John Rutter 

 

A Clare Benediction        John Rutter 

 

Lux Aurumque               Eric Whitacre 

(Light and Gold)                 b.1970 

 

O Thou, the central orb            Charles Wood 

 

 

Interval 

during which refreshments will be served 

 



Requiem          John Rutter 

           

  1. Requiem aeternam 

  2. Out of the deep 

  3. Pie Jesu 

  4. Sanctus 

  5. Agnus Dei 

  6. The Lord is my shepherd 

  7. Lux aeterna 

 

 

Soprano   Helen Briggs 

Cello   Jo Keithley 

Harp   Elizabeth Bass 

Flute   Simon Williams 

Oboe   Jennifer Wood 

Timpani  Matt Butler 

Percussion  Jemma Sharp 

Organ  Callum Alger 

 

 

The Northampton Chamber Choir 

Directed by Stephen Moore 

 



Requiem was written in 1985 in memory of the composer’s father. The 
first performance was given in Dallas, Texas in October 1985, and what 
was conceived as a personal memorial has gone on to become one of John 
Rutter’s internationally most often-performed choral works, both in church 
and concert hall. 
 
Unlike the dramatic, large-scale Requiems of Berlioz and Verdi, Rutter’s 
setting belongs in the smaller-scale, more devotional tradition of Fauré and 
Duruflé. The choral forces do not need to be large, there is only one 
soloist, the instrumentation is restrained, the duration less than forty 
minutes. As with Fauré and Duruflé, the Latin text of the Missa pro 
defunctis is not set in its entirety, the chosen portions being those which 
underline a theme of light and consolation emerging out of darkness and 
despair; and as with more than one twentieth-century Requiem, 
vernacular texts are interwoven with the traditional Latin.  
 
The first movement comprises the Requiem Aeternam and Kyrie Eleison. 
This is followed by a setting of Psalm 130, ‘Out of the deep have I called 
unto thee O Lord’ which begins darkly with an unaccompanied cello solo in 
C minor, later giving way to a more positive C major at the words ‘for with 
the Lord there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption’. As with 
the Requiems of both Fauré and Duruflé, the Pie Jesu focuses on the 
soprano soloist, though in this case with the addition of a subdued choral 
commentary. The Sanctus and Benedictus are both followed by an 
exhilarating Hosanna. In the Agnus Dei the Latin text alternates with verses 
from the Burial Sentences, taken from the 1662 Book of Common Prayer. 
At this point Rutter inserts his superb setting of the 23rd Psalm, notable for 
its plaintive oboe solo, The last movement opens with another verse from 
the Burial Service, sung by the soprano soloist, which leads seamlessly into 
the Lux Aeterna, finally returning to the opening Requiem Aeterna theme 
for the peaceful conclusion. 
 
The complete seven-movement work forms an arch-like structure: the first 
and last movements are prayers to God the Father, movements 2 and 6 
are psalms, 3 and 5 are prayers to Christ the Son, and the central Sanctus is 
an affirmation of divine glory. 
 
 



Requiem aeternam 

Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine: 
Grant them eternal rest, O Lord, 
et lux perpetua luceat eis. 
and may light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
Te decet hymnus Deus in Sion, 
It is fitting that a hymn should be raised unto Thee in Sion 
et tibi reddetur votum in Ierusalem: 
and a vow paid to Thee in Jerusalem: 
exaudi orationem meam, 
give ear to my prayer, O Lord, 
ad te omnis caro veniet. 
unto Thee all flesh shall come at last. 
 
Kyrie, eleison! 
Lord, have mercy! 
Christe, eleison! 
Christ, have mercy! 
Kyrie, eleison! 
Lord, have mercy! 
  

 

Out of the deep 

Out of the deep have I called unto thee, O Lord: 
Lord, hear my voice. 
O let thine ears consider well: 
    the voice of my complaint. 
If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is done 
    amiss: O Lord, who may abide it? 
For there is mercy with thee: 
    therefore shalt thou be feared. 
 



I look for the Lord; my soul doth wait for him: 
    in his word is my trust. 
My soul fleeth unto the Lord: 
before the morning watch, 
I say, before the morning watch. 
O Israel, trust in the Lord, 
    for with the Lord there is mercy: 
and with him is plenteous redemption. 
And he shall redeem Israel: from all his sins. 
 
 

Pie Jesu 
 
Pie Jesu Domine, dona eis requiem, 
Blessed Lord Jesus, grant them rest, 
Pie Jesu Domine, dona eis requiem, 
Blessed Lord Jesus, grant them rest, 
Pie Jesu Domine, dona eis requiem, sempiternam. 
Blessed Lord Jesus, grant them eternal rest. 
  
 

Sanctus 
 
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth. 
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
  
 



Agnus Dei 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 
dona eis requiem. 
grant them rest. 
  
Man that is born of a woman 
    hath but a short time to live, and is full of misery. 
He cometh up, and is cut down like a flower; 
he fleeth as it were a shadow. 
  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 
dona eis requiem. 
grant them rest. 
 
In the midst of life, we are in death: 
of whom may we seek for succour? 
  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 
dona eis requiem. 
grant them rest. 
 
 

The lord is my shepherd 

The lord is my shepherd: 
        therefore can I lack nothing. 
He shall feed me in a green pasture: 
    and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort. 
He shall convert my soul: 
    and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness, 
        for his Name's sake. 
 



Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: 
    for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 
Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them 
    that trouble me: 
    thou hast anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup shall be full. 
But thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me 
    all the days of my life: 
    and I will dwell in the house of the 
        Lord for ever. 
 
 

Lux aeterna 

I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me. 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, 
for they rest from their labours: 
even so saith the Sprit. 
  
Lux aeterna luceat eis Domine: 
Let eternal light shine upon them, O Lord: 
Cum sanctis tuis in aeternum, quia pius es. 
with Thy saints for ever, for Thou art merciful. 
Requiem aeternam dona eis Domine, 
Grant them eternal rest, O Lord, 
et lux perpetua luceat eis. 
and may light perpetual shine on them. 
 

 

 

 



The Northampton Chamber Choir 
 

 
 
Soprano I      Soprano II 
 
Heather Bentley     Jill Brown 
Sara Bertholdsen     Jeni Cheang 
Hilary Halstead     Charlotte Lait 
Barbara Law     Georgina Pearson 
Sue Panton       
Moyra Tebbutt 
         
 
 
Alto I       Alto II 
 
Sue Brunton-Reed    Liz Baird 
Jane Clark      Tessa Cave 
Nick Marlowe     Judy Craig-Peck 
       Ruth Grainger 
       Deborah Hodgkinson 
       Judith Horner 
 
Tenor       Bass 
 
Harry Bowden     Eric Cave 
Iain Erskine      Norman Duncan 
Bill Howard      Sam Grainger 
Richard Pestell     Roy Horner 
Steve Steers     William Miller 
       Terry Rowe 
       Alexander Warcaba-Wood 
        



The Northampton Chamber Choir has been performing in and around 
Northamptonshire, from where it draws its members, for over 40 years. Its 
reputation was firmly established by founder conductor Stephen Meakins, 

under whose direction the choir was called the Laurence Lloyd Singers. 
 

In 2001, and under new conductor Stephen Bell, the choir changed its name to 
The Northampton Chamber Choir with subsequent conductors including Barrie 

Johnson and Robert Walker, himself a former member of the choir, before 
Stephen Meakins returned in 2007 to take up the baton once again. The choir is 

benefitting from the dedication of present Musical Director, Stephen Moore, 
who has been in post since September 2011. Recent performances have 

included Duruflé Requiem, Stainer Crucifixion, Chilcott A Little Jazz Mass and a 
concert of sacred music during Advent 2012. In the 2013-14 season the choir 
will be performing Rutter’s Requiem, a concert of Tudor music and an evening 

of songs inspired by Shakespeare.  
 

The choir has always consisted of a mixture of students and older members and 
the object has remained ever constant: enjoyment in making music together to 

a high standard in an enjoyable atmosphere. 

The Choir wish to express their thanks to the Vicar, 

Churchwardens and staff at St Matthew’s for their assistance 

in making this evening’s concert possible.  



Northampton Chamber Choir 
 

hope that you will join them for their 
 

NEXT CONCERT 
 

Saturday 5 April 2014 

7.30 pm 
St Peter’s Church, Marefair, Northampton 

 

 

Music by Tallis, Byrd, Purcell  

and others 

 

 
come and hear the choir in the beautiful  

setting of St  Peter’s  

For more information about this and other future concerts, 

please join our mailing list by filling in the form available in the church today. 

Alternatively, visit us at www.northamptonchamberchoir.org.uk 


